THE   KAISER   AND   ENGLISH   RELATIONS

impulsive at such an age.5 In answer to her birthday
letter, he recalled with sentimental flutings how dear
Grandpapa Albert used to swing the ' tiny weeny little
brat ' in a table-napkin, and she to nurse him. God had
enabled him to bear this heavy burden of sovereignty.
Moreover, he had c the happy knowledge that you observe
and follow my career with the love of a very, very kind
Grandmother. And I venture to believe that when the
Sovereign will sometimes shake her wise head over the
tricks of her queer and impetuous colleague, the good
and genial heart of my Grandmother will step in and
show that, if he sometimes fails, it is never from want of
goodwill, honesty or truthfulness, and thus mitigate the
shake of the head by a genial smile of warm sympathy and
interest! 'l

The Queen must have wondered at so curious a selection
of the qualities he claimed for himself, and have faintly
recalled the goodwill of the Kruger telegram and the
honesty and truthfulness of his explanation of it. But
presently her shakings of the head were unmitigated by
any semblance of a smile, for William became more
cantankerous and unreasonable than perhaps ever before.

Trouble began in February. The Duke of Coburg,
Prince Alfred, lost his only son, and the question of his
successor had to be settled. The next in order of birth
of the Prince Consort's sons was the Duke of Connaught,
and after him his son Prince Arthur. The Queen was
quite determined that the Duke should not give up his
military career in England, while if Prince Arthur was to
inherit, it would be only reasonable that he should finish
his education in Germany. He had no intention of taking
up this inheritance, but he could not renounce his rights

1 Letters 111, iii. pp. 336, 337.